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It seems to me that there is no more comforting phrase than “going 

home”. Whether I’m going home at the end of my work day or going 

home to visit my family, I experience that sense of comfort that can only 

be found at home. Home is where I can be safe, where my physical and 

emotional needs will be met, and where I can relax. That is what home 

should be.  

For too many of our teens and their families, home can be a place 

of conflict, violence or poverty. As families try to cope with today’s 

pressures, they often do not have the support they need to find peace at 

home. Small problems can escalate, and big problems can overwhelm.  

At Huckleberry House, we understand how to help families create a 

home that nurtures the best in individuals and that provides a haven 

for all family members. Sometimes families need help in learning new 

ways to communicate; sometimes families need help finding resources 

in the community; and sometimes families just need someone who 

understands their struggles. 

We need your help as we work to make going home a safe, healthy 

option for our teens. Your gift to Huckleberry House supports families 

throughout Central Ohio through the programs included in this annual 

A Letter from the Executive Director 

report. Your gift means that teens will have a shelter to go to when they 

think things are too tough at home. Your gift means that families will 

have trained counselors to help them create a haven at home. Your gift 

means that teens who need to learn how to live independently can do so 

safely and with help from Huckleberry House. Your gift means that teens 

will learn how to express themselves in positive ways. At the end of the 

day, your gift means going home for troubled teens.

Thank you for your support. For the past 38 years, you have helped 

us work for our community’s teens and families. We could not have 

accomplished so much without you.

Becky Westerfelt 

Executive Director
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The Crisis Program helps teens when they are without a home or are 

having problems which have led to a disruptive and difficult home situa-

tion. The crisis shelter is available to teens 12-17, 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week. Teens come to the shelter on their own or with help from 

our Safe Place partners. Through Safe Place, a teen can go to a Kroger 

store, White Castle restaurant or a Fire Station and ask that Huckleberry 

House be called. While getting to the shelter is only a first step, it is im-

portant that teens have safe alternatives to the street.

When teens come to the shelter, they immediately begin working on the 

problems that brought them here. The main goal is to get them home or 

another safe place they can call home. Families are expected to actively 

work to resolve the problems that caused the young person to run away.  

That means everyone must participate in finding solutions – teens and 

parents. 

 

Last year, 601 youth got the help they needed for a more peaceful, 

happier home life. When teens stayed at the shelter (an average of five 

days), through individual counseling, group sessions, and other therapy, 

they found that going home wasn’t so scary after all.

Crisis Program

Sometimes it is not possible for a teen to return home. As they face 

adulthood, they need to learn make their own home. Teens between the 

ages of 16 1⁄2 and 18 enter the Transitional Living Program to learn how 

to live on their own successfully. The Transitional Living Team teaches in-

dependent living skills while providing mental health support and secure 

living arrangements. Learning basic skills such as economical grocery 

shopping, laundry, home safety, and budgeting help these teens become 

more self-sufficient in their own home.    

The Transitional Living Program also helps teen parents learn how to care 

for their children on their own. Fifty-percent of teens in the program last 

year learned parenting skills for happy, healthy, safe children. Not only 

are the teens benefitting from the program, but they are teaching their 

children that you can have a safe and comfortable home.

Last year, 76 teens met with a Counselor, went to school, and/or had a 

job to reach their goals. They began a life-long process of living indepen-

dently and becoming self-reliant.  

Transitional Living Program
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The Family Support Program offers Counseling and Home-based Inter-

vention to teens and families. When a family is struggling with problems 

at home such as depression, poverty, alcoholism or mental health issues 

the constant daily strain can hurt all family members. Through coun-

seling, Huckleberry House helped 132 families ease that strain so they 

could have a more stable life at home. Our approach is practical and 

focused on solving the problems young people and families have so they 

can get on with their lives in a safe and confidential environment.  

When it is necessary, counselors go to the family as part of our Home-

based Intervention Services. Last year, we visited 94 families to help 

them create a better life for themselves. We support families and teens 

by helping with behavior problems and setting limits. We also provide 

referrals to other agencies and safety planning. Our workers know that 

often families and teens have strengths that can see them through the 

difficult transitions they are facing. Our role is to help them use the posi-

tive skills they have to solve problems and thrive at home. 

Family Support Program

The Youth Outreach Program seeks to help youth ages 12-22 on the 

streets of Franklin County. With curb-side counseling, classroom 

presentations, and youth events our workers tell the youth about the 

resources available to them to keep them safe and help them get what 

they need. The goal of our Youth Outreach workers is to talk to teens 

before they leave home. The Youth Outreach Program can help before 

there is a crisis.

Last year, YOP reached out to 15,521 individuals to lead them out of 

harmful and unsafe situations. The Youth Outreach Program seeks youth 

who are reluctant to use traditional helping resources. Young people 

can talk with Outreach workers about getting help with school, finding 

a job, getting involved in positive activities after school or getting help 

with housing. We help youth and families get connected to counseling 

or other places for assistance. If a youth is in crisis, a Youth Outreach 

worker can help him or her get somewhere safe.

Youth Outreach Program
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The Community Education Program educates the community on issues 

involving our teens such as their safety, issues of homelessness, peer 

pressures, violence, and drugs and alcohol. The program goal is to raise 

our community’s awareness that runaway teens are everyday kids with 

everyday problems.

Community Education reaches the community through the Green Light 

Project, meeting in schools with teenage girls, the Youth Advisory Board 

and a campaign called “Speak Up – Be A Voice Not An Echo.”  

For five years, the Green Light project has raised awareness of teen 

homelessness issues. Huck House distributed 12,000+ green light 

bulbs throughout the Columbus area annually during National Runaway      

Prevention Month in November.

The “Speak Up – Be A Voice Not An Echo” campaign is targeting teens 

to inspire them to speak up among their peers and to stand up for what 

they believe in, even if it’s not what the crowd is saying. Tactics being 

used to diffuse this message are a teen lock-in, the production of a PSA 

that will be launched on TV and radio, and a host of school presentations 

as well as a teen-oriented website.

Community Education Program

Community Education is also meeting with teenage girls at their schools.  

These are young girls who have a history of violent behavior and low 

self-esteem because they haven’t experienced anything different in their 

lives. By meeting with these teens we hope to change the cycle of vio-

lence in them and help them to grow into confident, safe women.

Community Education Program
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The MARC+ Program is a nine week session of classes designed to give 

young people conflict management skills. It is in-depth management of 

conflict and arguments such as: hints to de-escalate arguments, listen-

ing skills, understanding empathy and where the other person is com-

ing from. They also learn to understand body language and how it can 

either improve a situation or make it worse. Teens learn in a classroom 

environment how to walk away from a fight, hold their temper, and use 

language to keep the peace. This can be easier said than done because, 

unfortunately, these are skills they have not learned at home.  

By going through the classes last year, 256 teens learned skills to have 

a calm and friendly life and home. MARC+ is available because there are 

so many kids having so many conflicts, but also there is such a need 

to learn these basic life lessons. Resolving conflict and learning how to 

handle difficult or uncomfortable situations is something everyone can 

benefit from to help improve their lives at home.

MARC+ (Mentoring and Resolving Conflict Positively) Executive Director  Associate Director

Becky Westerfelt  Linda Leclerc
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The William R. McNamara Scholarship

Kimberly Armes

Laya Speer

The Soltis-Homer Scholarship

Kimberly Armes

Natashia Hollingsworth

 

The Pay It Forward Scholarship

Laya Speer

2008 Board Directed Scholarship Recipients

      

Organizations and Businesses

Abbott Laboratories

Abercrombie & Fitch

American Electric Power

Ashland Inc.

Brower Benefits Group

Carlile, Patchen and Murphy LLP

Caterpillar

Chester Willcox and Saxbe LLP

Columbus Education Association

The Columbus Foundation

Congregation Tifereth Israel

Crowe Chizek & Company LLC

Discover Financial Services

Estminster Presbyterian Church

Epcon Communities, Inc.

Foundation For The Carolinas

Greater Cincinnati Foundation

Greater Horizons Public Giving Fund

HHH CPA Group, LLC

Happy Chicken

Hilliard Darby High School

Indianola Presbyterian Church

JP Morgan Chase Foundation

Leipzig Haus

Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Donors
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Organizations and Businesses (continued)

Martin Carpet Cleaning

Mattlin Foundation

McGraw-Hill

Meco Health 

Merry Milk Maid

Minnesota Youth Service Association

Morgan Stanley

National City Bank

Nationwide Mutual Insurance Co.

New Albany Women’s Network

OSU Women’s Hockey

Resource Interactive

Salvato Coe + Gabor

SCCIP, Inc.

The Scotts Company

State Farm Mutual Auto Insurance Co.

Sunbury United Methodist Women

Target

United Way of Central Indiana, Inc.

United Way of Central Ohio, Inc.

United Way of Greater Cleveland

United Way of National Capital Area

Vorys, Sater, Seymour & Pease LLP

White Castle Inc.

Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Donors

Individuals

James and Claudia Abrams

George Anderson

Maria Armstrong

Margret Ashbrook

Lisa Austin

Nancy Beran
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Jerritt Francis
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Gerald and Victoria Gilliland

Jay Gould

Lawrence Green

Steve Guglielmi

Wendy Hart

Krista Heins

Sonya Higginbotham

Jeffery Higgins

Diane Houston

William Hunker

Randall James

Norm and Elleanor Kaltenbach

Kyle Katz

Michael Kennedy

Ellen Kindle

Jim King

Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Donors
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Bruce and Debbie Lackey

Joyce Leahy

Martha Lichtensteiger

Stephen Lilly

Merry Jo Linton

Su Lok

Kristin Longaberger

Kathy Mayne Lyttle

Michael Lulzak

Doug and Elaine Lunne

Dave Marsh

Monica McNamara

Clarence McNeal

Teresa McWain

Nancy Metzger

William Mielke

Elsie Mills

Mark and Sandy Misicka

Maria Mone

Brian and Kelli Moore

Carrie Mularz

Ed Mularz

Lynne and Craig Murdick

Shay Myers

George Needham

Joyce and Bill Newkirk

Matt Nolan

Dennis and Patricia Obyc

Nanette Overly

Dan Overmyer

Mike and Kathy O’Sullivan

Jack Pargeon

Irwin and Esther Pass

Richard and Ellen Patchen

Laurence Pesyna

Kelly Pettinger

Delores Plant

Barbara Pollock

Bernie & Carolyn Pompiley-Lucarelli

Dave Poplar

Terri-Price Deep

Tracey Reeder

Rita Reinhart

Sarah Reinhart

Tammy Roberts-Myers

Holly Ross

Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Donors

Donna Ruch

Robin Ruf

Necol Russell-Washington

Sarah Ryan

Guy and Linda Salvato

Jean Sandwick

Icylene Scott

David Shouvlin

Pete Shuler

Don and Jane Shultz

Janet Soltis

Paul Soltis

William Soltis Jr.

Michael Sourek

David and Jody Spain

Nancy Speicher

Stella Stasko

Mark Steele

Jessica Stein

Aimee and Stan Stone

Lloyd and Mary Stuller

Megan Sullivan

Maya Thompson

Bob Tupiak
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Becky Westerfelt

Lesley Westerfelt

Vivian Westerfelt

Chris White

Sherry Worstall

In Kind Donors

Acorn Farms

Ball, Bounce and Sport

Bob Evans Restaurants

Jim and Linda Bowers

The Brickman Group

Calvary Tremont Missionary 

 Baptist Church

CB Richard Ellis

Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Donors



Huckleberry House Annual Report 2008

Financial Information 

Revenue

Grants $1,815,577 

United Way 463,508 

Medicaid 522,651 

Purchase of Services & Discretionary Funding 63,745 

Contributions 152,599 

Interest & Investment (56,060)

Total Revenue $2,962,020 

Expenses

Crisis Program 888,907 

Family Support Program 504,640 

Huck Program 30,681 

Transitional Living Program 1,153,863 

Youth Outreach Program 231,018 

MARC+ Program 74,580 

Administration 372,947 

Community Education Program 3,459 

Total Expense $3,260,095 

Central Crossing High School

COHHIO

Columbus Turf

Dennis Corrigan

Crowe Chizek and Company LLC

Darby Creek Nursery

Sid Derzon

Discover Financial

Dominos Pizza

Epcon Communities

Fort Rapids Indoor Water 

 Park Resort

Domenico Franano

Franklin County MRDD 

 West Compound

Linda Frankovich

Girl Scout Troop #2655

Jessica Goldman

John Hall

Kurtz Brothers

Lang Stone

McGraw-Hill

Merry Milk Maid

Mills-James Productions

Maria Mone

National Safe Place

Olentangy Oak Creek Elementary

Olentangy Orange Middle School

OSU Women’s Hockey

OSU-Rock The Block

Lisa Phelps

Phi Sigma Pi

St. John Chrysostom 

 Byzantine Church

Lisa Sayers

Chavtz Seals

Stroud Pizza (Dominos)

Stephen Tankovich

Tickets For Kids Foundation

Trinity United Methodist Church

United Way Young 

 Leadership Group

Jennifer Wilson

Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Donors


